ACT General Test-Taking Strategies

1. All ACT tests are timed…running out of time is often an issue for students.  

· Go through the test and first answer all questions that you can quickly answer. 

· Take a second pass through the test and then answer those that you know how to do, but that will take more time to answer.

· Finally go through and make an educated guess on those questions for which you have no idea of the correct answer.

· If you are unsure of an answer, don’t dwell on the question as doing so will use up too much of your limited time.  Mark the question and come back to it later.  

2. Use “Process of Elimination” to make an educated guess.  Incorrect answers are often easier to spot than correct ones.  There will usually be at least one answer that stands out as being incorrect.  So always eliminate the wrong answer(s).  Your goal is to get down to two possible answers.  Often more than one answer will appear to be correct.  You task is to determine which one is the most correct.  By narrowing your choices down to two possible answers you now have a 50/50 chance of getting the question correct.

3. Answer all questions.  You are not penalized for wrong answers on the ACT so do not leave anything blank.  If you have to guess, use process of elimination whenever possible.  If you literally have no idea what-so-ever as to the correct answer, see the next tip.

4. Choose a “letter of the day.” If the five minute warning has been issued and you still have several questions left to answer, fill in the remaining answers with the same letter.  Don’t vary your answer with an A for this one, a B for another etc.  Pick one letter and stick with it.  The probability of occasionally picking the correct answer goes up with this strategy.  

5. Distracters.  The ACT folks are great at writing distracters.  Distracters are answers that seem likely to be correct, are correct but don’t answer the question being asked, contain part of the answer….BUT aren’t the correct answer.  Often times when you use process of elimination, you will be left with the correct answer and a strong distracter.  You ability to pay attention to detail and make sure the answer you choose specifically and exactly answers the question being asked is an important skill when taking the ACT.
