ACT English and Reading Overview 

ACT English: Focuses on your ability to recognize effective and ineffective writing and your ability to correct writing errors.  

1. Usage and Mechanics

· Punctuation – 10 questions  

· Grammar and Usage – 12 questions

· Sentence Structure 18 questions

2. Rhetorical Skills

· Strategy – 12 questions

· Organization 12 questions
· Style 12 questions

Types of questions included:
· Most questions are formatted similarly.  There will be a word, phrase or sentence underlined.  You will be given four options as to how the passage should (or shouldn’t) be changed.

· A few questions (approximately 10) are formatted differently.  These questions will ask a question usually about the meaning, purpose or tone of a particular passage.  These questions might also ask you to determine the best order for sentences or paragraphs within the passage.
ACT Reading: Focuses on your ability to read and understand a passage and draw the appropriate inferences from it.  Reading passages are those that would be encountered in a first year college course.  

1. Fiction passage with 10 questions (excerpts from short stories or novels)

2. Social studies passage with 10 questions (passage will be like reading something from a history, economics, government, psychology or sociology textbook or article)

3. Humanities passage with 10 questions (passage will be like reading something from an art, film, literary criticism or philosophy textbook or article)

4. Natural science passage with 10 questions (passage will be like reading something from an astronomy, biology, geology, physics or technology textbook or article)

Types of questions included:
· The questions, which follow the social studies, natural sciences and humanities passages, will ask you to recognize specific details, make inferences and comprehend the big picture intent of the passage. 

· The questions following the prose passage will require you to understand thoughts, feelings and motivation of the characters in the passage even when these things are not specifically stated in the passage. 
· Other types of questions which you can expect include simple detail questions, recap questions, restatement questions and interpretive questions.
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